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RIP 
Lloyd Kubis

• It is with heavy hearts that the family of Lloyd Kubis announce his sudden 
passing on January 2, 2022, at the NHS-St. Catharines Hospital. Lloyd, born 
October 1st, 1938, leaves behind his loving wife of 29 years, Suzanne, 
cherished children Robert and Wendy (Michael), loving grandchildren 
Melissa (Derek), Kayleigh, Robbie, great-grandson Nathan, and sister Betty 
(Don) Campbell. Lloyd was predeceased by his brothers John and Steve.

• At an early age, Lloyd developed a love for amateur radio that became a 
lifelong passion, communicating around the world under his various call 
signs: VE3ERQ and VE3NUU-B in Canada, 9V1ZI in Singapore, and VK3BGW 
in Australia. His adventurous spirit saw him at the helm of sail boats in 
Canada, a sea going trawler in Singapore and eventually power catamarans 
in Australia.

• Lloyd graduated from the University of Windsor with an Honours B.A.Sc., 
joined Motorola, and earned his Professional Engineer license.

• At Motorola, Lloyd was instrumental in progressing many technologies used 
in our daily lives such as cellular phones, pagers, and commercialized 
satellites. His lifelong career with the company took him all over the world 
establishing operations in Australia, developing major communication 
systems in Canada, managing government relations, and was promoted to 
MCEI Vice-President and Regional Director Government Relations - Asia 
Pacific, relocating to Singapore.



Motorola

• Company Overview

• Car Radio

• Radio

• TV

• Professional mobile Radio

• Studd YOU can buy!!!!



Motorola

• Pianola → Victrola/Electrola→ Radiola/Areola →Motorola

• One of the most innovative and influential electronics companies in 
all things related to mobility.

• Consumer Radio and TV (“Works in a Drawer”)

• Pioneers in cell-phone technology.

• Professional Mobile Radio (PMR) (police, fire, cab,) .

• Motorola Semiconductor: a giant in the industry. 

• Military and aerospace, Iridium satellite radio.

Easy-to-use 
player piano

Record player. 
Wind-up or plug-in

Radio for your 
home

Radio for your 
motorcar



Motorola

• 1928: Started as Galvin Manufacturing, Chicago. Paul & 
Joseph Galvin

• Started with battery eliminators.

• Bill Lear (of Lear jet fame), Elmer Wavering, and Howard 
Gates (Zenith) designed the first car radio for Galvin.

• The company sold its first Motorola branded car radio in 
1930. They were not the first, but became quite 
successful.

• The Motorola brand name became so popular that 
Galvin Manufacturing Corporation later changed its 
name to “Motorola Inc”.

• Later in ’30’s, they sold police communications (“public 
safety”) equipment.



Motorola post war

• Consumer electronics

• WW2 “Walkie Talkie”

• First FM cab dispatch radios.

• Pagers.

• 1952: Motorola’s Toronto subsidiary for radio, TV, 
and public service radio.

• Early manufacturer of television receivers.



Cellular Radio Powerhouse

• April 3 1973: First mobile cell phone call (Martin 
Cooper, Motorola). However, the first network in 
North America was AMPS in 1983 (using Motorola 
and others tech)*

• Motorola provided the first AMPS phone DynaTAC 8000 1983

• Motorola invented the flip-phone (MicroTAC, StarTAC , 1996, RAZR)

• First GSM (Global System for Mobile Communications, which was 
sponsored by ETSI) radio system in 1991.

* Japan and Scandinavia had systems that predated the North American AMPS system





Motorola Semiconductors

• Motorola became a semiconductor power-house in the 1970’s.

• First focusing on RF semiconductors.

• Later introducing the very popular MC6800 and 68000 
microcomputers along with a complete line of peripherals and glue 
logic, which became a huge business for them.

• A dispute with Apple killed their Apple business and had them 
temporarily removed from the AIM alliance (Apple-IBM-Motorola).

• In the 1990’s they were world-leaders with the best RF transistors 
(Laterally Diffused Metal Oxide Semiconductor = LDMOS) for cellular 
radio systems. 





Circa 1983



Iridium

• Satellite phone system based on (initially) 77 LEO satellites (number 
of electrons in an Iridium atom). Launched with great fanfare in 1998.

• Financed by Motorola. 

• Was bankrupt by 1999!

• Too expensive to operate, handset too large, poorly managed.

• Approx. $4 Billion US was lost at the end of the fire sale.



6 sigma

• Motorola pioneered the “Six Sigma” strategy for process 
improvement.

• “Six Sigma strategies seek to improve manufacturing quality by 
identifying and removing the causes of defects and minimizing 
variability in manufacturing and business processes. This is done by 
using empirical and statistical quality management methods and by 
hiring people who serve as Six Sigma experts.”

• I bet many of us were told to “Do things the six-sigma way”, and 
rolled our eyes. In my field, it was seen as an excuse for excess 
process margin (barn-door specifications)



What happened?

• The “Quasar” television brand was sold to Matsushita (Panasonic) 1974
• Iridium (77 satellites) went bankrupt, forcing Motorola to divest 

semiconductor division to get cash.
• The semiconductor division was split apart and became ON semiconductor 

(1999) and Freescale semiconductor (2004) (now NXP).
• The division that did the famous cellular handsets became Motorola 

Mobility in 2011, which was sold to Google in 2012, then Lenovo in 2014 
(Lenovo retained the Motorola Mobility name).

• The cell phone infrastructure division was sold to Nokia in 2011.
• In 2006, the automotive division was sold.
• What remains in “Motorola Solutions” is the public service sector (radios, 

dispatch, command centres, body camera, security).



Motorola Car Radios



Car Radios: quite a technical challenge!

• Rugged, stable, mustn’t drift when subject to vibration.

• Not microphonic.

• Capable of operation over an extended temperature range.

• 6V poorly regulated supply.

• Adequate audio power for a noisy car.

• Easy to operate without distraction from the road.

• Compact enough to fit under a cramped dashboard.

• Sensitive with a limited-length antenna.

• Shielded from EMI caused by spark plugs and generator.



























Motorola Radio





From Alan Bird:

• I have attached a few 
photos of my 1933'ish 
Motorola S-10 Lazy Boy 
radio. 

• It is a chairside with a 
wired remote control 
box. 

• Original finish and 
working including the 
rare Tun-A-Lite indicator 
bulb. 

















Motorola and TV

• Early in TV industry.

• Early use of solid-state electronics in a TV.

• Claim to have the first truly rectangular colour TV.

• Introduced Quasar “Works in a Drawer” 
(making it easy to fix  implying that it needed to be fixed a lot!)

• Quasar was sold to Matsushita (Panasonic) in 1974.



Early Motorola 
pocket TV (not 
marketed)

Any channel you 
want , as long as 

you want channel 5









1952











Portable















A bit about 
Professional Mobile Radio







See http://www.wb6nvh.com/Moto/Motadata.htm



Police Cruiser





Motorola Radios For Sale at our 
Next Auction!



Lot 728: Motorola MP56L portable AC/battery 
set. 



Lot 754: Motorola Model 5P31A 
Bat/AC Cabinet good, Red + covering



Lot 669: Motorola model 55B1 battery/AC set



Lot 671: motorola 
HL329 clock radio 



Lot 673: Motorola model A1R 32 red radio



Lot 679: Motorola unk model, small red radio 
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